
Pre-Test

1. Israel is a Jewish State.

True!

2. Palestine is legally recognized 
by the United Nations.

True!



Pre-Test (cont.)

3. Israel is the single largest 
benefactor of US military aid.

True! Sort of.

4. Palestine is legally recognized 
by the United States.

False. The United States does 
not legally recognize the 
State of Palestine.



Pre-Test (cont.)
5. Israel has maintained the same 
borders since independence in 
1948.

False. The borders of Israel have 
changed multiple times since the 
birth of the modern state of Israel.

6. Male infant mortality rates are 
four times those of Israel.

True.



Pre-Test (cont.)

7. Palestine began as a French 
Mandate after World War I.

False. It began as a British 
Mandate.

8. Three million 
Palestines are 
currently considered 
refugees by the UN 
due to displacement 
by Jewish Settlements.

False. Over 4 million 
Palestinians are 
currently considered 
refugees - ~4.7 million, 
to be exact.



Pre-Test (cont.)
9. The US considers Hamas, the 
governing body of the Gaza Strip, 
a terrorist organization.

True. The US State Department has 
considered Hamas a terrorist 
organization since 1993.

10. The Palestinian Territories 
are comprised of three 
separate, unconnected pieces 
of land.

False. The 
Palestinian 
Territories include 
the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank of 
the Jordan River.



Plan for Today

• Test Review: What Went Right, What Went Terribly Wrong.

• Extra Credit Opportunity

• Lecture

• Reading

• More Curb.



Extra Credit Opportunity: The Square

10 points. Due March 19th.
• One page, double spaced 

guided reflection.
• If you have any trouble 

accessing the film, let me 
know and we’ll work 
something out.

• Even if you don’t want the 
credit, I still recommend 
watching it!

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=twB2zAOzsKE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twB2zAOzsKE


Now, let’s compare the two sides.

“Israel and Palestine: An Animated 
Introduction” – Jewish Voices for Peace

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=Y58njT2oXfE

“Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The Truth 
about the West Bank” – Israel Foreign 
Ministry.

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=XGYxLWUKwWo

As we watch the two clips, write down the following on a sheet of notebook paper:
- How is the information in the video being presented?
- What sort of music is playing in the background?
- What is the overall message of the video?
- How do the two videos compare to one another?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y58njT2oXfE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGYxLWUKwWo


The Middle East

The partition of the Middle East after WWI

The creation of Israel

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict



Actors in World War I

(1914-18)



WWI Treaties Involving the Middle East 

Anglo-Arab Agreement of 1916

This treaty promised the Arab 
populations living in the 
Ottoman Empire 
independence if they fought 
with the UK & Fr against the 
Ottomans

Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916

This secret treaty between UK 
& Fr. divided the Arab 
provinces of the Ottoman 
Empire into areas of British 
and French control

RESULT Arabs felt disowned 
by the West!



Post-WWI  Middle East

•After the defeat and collapse of 
the Ottoman Empire, the UK and 
Fr. Signed the Sykes-Picot 
Agreement

•The Sykes-Picot Agreement 
divided the former Ottoman lands 
into areas called mandates

•Great Britain controlled trans-
Jordan and Iraq

•France controlled Lebanon and 
Syria

•Fr & UK would work towards 
moving these mandates towards 
independence

•For the Arabs, Ottoman rule had 
been replaced by European rule



The Holy Land

Palestine & Jerusalem are home to holy sites for 3 major religions.  These 
sites were now administered by the British.  



Groups Living in Palestine

Arabs Jews



Theodor Herzl – Father of Zionism

Who He Was

• Theodor Herzl, often 
considered the father of 
political Zionism, is often 
cited as the founder of the 
state of Israel.

• Formed the World Zionist 
Organization

• Promoted Jewish migration 
to Palestine.



Nationalism & Conflicting Promises

Arab Nationalism

1. Fr & UK had broken the Arab 
promise for autonomy & 
independence during WWI

2. This had spawned Arab 
nationalism for an 
independent state

Jewish Nationalism (Zionism)
Zionism: a political movement to 

establish a “homeland for the Jews”
Theodore Herzl head of the British 

Zionist Federation
Anti-Semitism in W. Europe was strong
Balfour Declaration: British Foreign 

Secretary Lord Balfour gave support 
for the creation of a “national 
home for the Jewish people.”  This 
is called the Balfour Declaration 
(1917)

It also protected the Arabs of Palestine



Impact of the Balfour Declaration

1922Arabs 565,000 (87%)
Jews 84,000 (13%)

1940 Arabs 1,000,000 (69%)
Jews 464,000 (31%)

• Nuremberg Laws passed in 1936 stripped the 500,000 
German Jews of their citizenship, making them stateless 
refugees.

• Increased immigration of Jews into Arab areas spawned 
tension among the true historically peaceful groups

• The British have conflicting promises to the Arabs and 
Jews!!!



British “White Paper”

“His Majesty’s Government now declare 
unequivocally that it is not part of their policy 
that Palestine should become part of the 
Jewish state”

British could not commit troops to Palestine to 
control the tension with WWII soon to occur



World War II

The annihilation of 6 million European Jews during WWII caused much of 
the international community to support the creation of a Jewish state



World Zionist movement + Haganah + atrocities 
committed against European Jews = intense 
Jewish nationalism (Zionism) and the desire to 
create a Jewish state



UN Partition Plan



Israel is Born in 1948



Palestinians Become Refugees



Palestinian Loss of Land 1946-2000

Green denotes Palestinian Arab lands

White denotes Jewish lands



Embattled Independence: 
Israel in the Early Years of Statehood



Overview

• Three major conflicts that would shape the modern states 
(?) of Israel and Palestine:
– Arab-Israeli War (1948)
– Six-Day War (1967)
– Yom Kippur War (1973)

• Conflict has never truly ended, simply waxed and waned for 
the past 100 years.

Palestinian children throwing 
rocks. Courtesy of The Guardian.



Haganah (1920-1948)

• Haganah : Jewish paramilitary force 
in British Mandate of Palestine.

• Arab Palestinians begin to flee 
violence. Go to neighboring Arab 
countries.

• Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and 
Syria also began fighting against 
Haganah.  They had two goals:
– To stop the flow of refugees into 

their countries 
– To defend their fellow Arabs

• Israel had achieved two goals:
– It had expanded its boundaries
– It had expelled the Arab residents 

of Palestine (so that a Jewish 
majority could be assured in a new 
“democratic” state)

Haganah Woman. Courtesy of 
Wikipedia.



Path to Israeli 
Independence

• How did Israel become a nation?
– Britain engaged in armed 

conflict with the “Haganah,” 
or Jewish militant settlers

– Mass emigration of Jews from 
across the world to 
Palestinian territory

– By 1947, Great Britain 
withdraws from the Palestine 
Mandate without a solution 
for Arabs and Jews.

– The General Assembly of the 
UN proposes Resolution 181 
which will create a Jewish and 
Arab state.

Resolution 181:



A Rocky Start

• May 14, 1948: Israel 
declares independence

• May 15, 1948: Four 
neighboring Arab countries 
invade (Egypt, Syria, 
Transjordan, Iraq)

• After a year, a ceasefire is 
declared and the Arab-
Israeli War comes to an end. 
The “Green Line” 
demarcates the boundaries 
of Israel.
– West Bank            Jordan
– Gaza Strip             Egypt



1949-1967

• The population of Jews in Israel 
grows from 800,000 to 2 million 
between 1948-1958.

• Frequent attacks on Israelis by 
Palestinian nationalists from the 
Egyptian Gaza Strip during the 
1950’s.

• Suez Crisis in 1956: President 
Nasser of Egypt nationalizes and 
claims the Suez Canal, a key 
transportation point for Middle 
East oil.
– Israel invades Sinai Peninsula
– Supported by France and Great 

Britain
– Eisenhower, fearing an outbreak of 

war with the USSR, tells the countries 
to retreat. They do.



From Citizens to 
Refugees

• The number of Palestinian 
refugees explodes following 
the formation of the state 
of Israel.
– 1948: 711,000 out of 900,000 

Palestinian Arabs flee during 
the Arab-Israeli war.

– 1967: 280-325,000 
Palestinians flee during and 
after the Six Days’ War

– Today: 5 million refugees, 
both in and outside of camps 
in the Middle East.



Six Day War (1967)

• 1966 Syria signed a mutual defense agreement with Egypt
• May 1967 Egyptian President Nasser received false reports 

from the Soviet Union that Israel was massing on the Syrian 
border. 

• Nasser began massing his troops in the Sinai Peninsula on 
Israel's border

• Nasser declared the Suez Canal closed to Israeli shipping on 
May 22–23, 1967 

• On May 30, Jordan and Egypt signed a defense pact
• June 5Israel launched Operation Focus, a large-scale pre-

emptive air strike  
• Fought between June 5 and June 10, 1967 by Israel and 

Egypt, Syria, and Jordan



Results of the Six Day War

• Israel defeats Egypt, Syria, 
and Jordan

• Israel captures the 
following territory:

West Bank from Jordan
Golan Heights from Syria
Gaza from Egypt
Sinai from Egypt

Israel had created a territorial 
buffer!









West Bank Security Wall



Israeli Soldiers



Yom Kippur War (1973)

• UN Security Council Resolution 242:
– Passed by all UN Sec Council members in Nov 1967
– Stated that Israel must withdraw from territory it had acquired during 6 day 

warIsrael never complies with UN 242

ARAB WORLD UPSET!!!!  Syria, Jordan, & Egypt want their territory back!
• Egypt attacks Israel on Yom Kippur, the holiest of the Jewish calendar (also 

the month of Ramadan)
fought from October 6 to 25, 1973

• Egypt launches surprise attack on the Sinai; Syria attacks Golan Heights 
(territory it had lost during 6 day war)

• Egypt & Syria have early successes; Israel pushes back regains Sinai & G.H.
• Israel retains the territory it had captured during the Six-Day War plus the 

Sinai Peninsula.
• Sinai Peninsula returned to Egypt in 1979.



Results of the Yom Kippur War

• Arab world upset @ European 
nations, US, and Japan b/c of their 
support for Israel

• OPEC (organization of petroleum 
exporting countries) imposes an oil 
embargo against the US, Europe, and 
Japan

• OPEC is a cartel of Mid East nations 
that regulate the price of oil (it keeps 
money in their countries rather than 
in the hands of big oil companies)

• Up to 1950, US produced all the oil it 
needed; now it had imported 35%

• Leads to the 1973 Oil Crisis
• Oil prices shoot up!  
• Sec of State Henry Kissinger 

negotiates a settlement with Israel to 
withdraw some troops from Sinai & 
Golan Heights



Gaza Strip and the West Bank

• The Gaza Strip
– “Self-governed entity” under 

control of Hamas, a Palestinian 
militant group.

– Hamas is half of the Palestinian 
National Authority, which also 
includes Fatah, the government 
of the West Bank.

– Since 1948, the Gaza Strip has 
been home to a majority of 
Arabs.

– Israel evacuated all settlers and 
military in 2005.

– Hamas took power in 2007.
– Oslo Accords of 1994 give 

control of Gaza to the 
Palestinians.

• The West Bank
– Controlled by Jordan until the 

1967 Six-Day War.
– Area has remained occupied 

since the Six-Day War by the 
Israeli military.

– Jewish settlements popped up 
throughout the West Bank in 
the aftermath of the Six-Day 
War and continue to rise 
throughout the area.

– Governed by Fatah, part of the 
Palestinian National Authority.



Death in Gaza (2004)

• ~80 minutes in length.

• We’ll spend at least two 
class periods watching 
the film.

• Make sure you’re filling 
out the questions 
associated with the 
film.

• Violent, some 
disturbing imagery. 

https://archive.org/details
/DeathInGaza

https://archive.org/details/DeathInGaza


Today:

- Take out both study guides
- Finish up Death in Gaza
- Discussion
- Wrap up Tuesday’s lecture
- HOMEWORK DUE 

TOMORROW!



Gaza in the News

• Yesterday:
– Israel killed three Gaza militants

– Gaza militants Islamic Jihad fired over 
70 rockets at Israeli settlements 
throughout the day.  

– In response, the IAF carried out 29 
“targeted strikes” in the Gaza Strip

– Most substantial violence in over a 
year.

• Looking forward
– Israeli Foreign Minister has called for 

a full occupation of Gaza. Israel must 
reconquer Gaza and “clean out the 
stables.”

– Netanyahu: “If it is not quiet in 
Southern Israel, it will be very noisy 
in Gaza.”

Binyamin Netanyahu and David Cameron hold press conference, 
March 12, 2014. Image courtesy of the Times of Israel. 







Peace!

• Turn in your homework.

• Take out your study 
guide from Tuesday

• Pick up article and new 
study guide

• Get ready to rumble.



Death in Gaza

• Take out a piece of 
notebook paper.

• Answer the following three 
questions:
– What is one moment in the 

film that stuck out to you, or 
will stick with you, after your 
viewing?

– What is one moment in the 
film that surprised or shocked 
you about the Gaza Strip?

– What are your feelings now 
about the presence of the IDF 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank?



Camp David Accords

US President Jimmy Carter invites 
Egyptian President Anwar El 
Sadat & Israeli Prime Minister to 
Camp David

GOALPEACE SETTLEMENT!
Results: 

1. Israel agreed to withdraw from 
Sinai
2. Egypt promised to establish 
normal diplomatic relations w/ 
Israel

3. Egypt opens the Suez Canal to 
Israeli ships 
4.  Israeli settlers must leave Sinai

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/571673/Suez-Canal


Intifada

• Intifada: Translates to 
“uprising,” “rebellion,” or 
“resistance.” Literally means 
“shaking off.”

• Two intifadas:
– First intifada: 1987-1993. 

Ends with the Oslo Accords. 
Establishes the Palestinian 
National Authority.

– Second Intifada: September 
2000-2005. Ends with Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip, and the construction of 
a security wall in the West 
Bank.



Oslo Accords

• In 1993, Arafat, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin begin 
negotiations in Oslo, Norway

• Arafat and the PLO accept Israel’s right to exist and denounce 
terrorism

• In return, Israel recognizes the creation of the Palestinian National 
Authority (which would control security and civilian issues in the 
West Bank and Gaza)

• Israel, however, would still have control of these areas
• Israeli foreign minister Shimon Peres also present for the 

agreement
• Arafat, Peres, and Rabin all awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their 

contribution to negotiations
• Rabin eventually shot by an Israeli student who opposed the peace 

talks



Yassir Arafat



Palestinian Liberation Organization 
(PLO)



What is terrorism?

"the unlawful use of -- or threatened use of 
-- force or violence against individuals or 

property to coerce or intimidate 
governments or societies, often to 

achieve political, religious, or ideological 
objectives."

-- U.S. Department of Defense publication



Examples of Terrorist Groups

“one person’s terrorist is another’s freedom 
fighter”

• Zionists who bombed British targets in 1930s mandate Palestine felt 
they must do so in order to create a Jewish state.

• The IRA (Irish Republican Army) bombed English targets in the 
1980s to make the point that they felt their land was colonized by 
British imperialists. 

• In the 1960s and 1970s, the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine felt that armed attacks in Israel were a justifiable response 
to the usurpation of their land. 

• Osama bin Laden's declaration of war on American interests in the 
1990s stemmed from his belief that U.S. troops stationed in Saudi 
Arabia represented an abomination to the kind of Islamic state he 
believed should exist in the Arabian peninsula. 

http://terrorism.about.com/od/groupsleader1/p/IRA.htm
http://terrorism.about.com/od/groupsleader1/p/OsamabinLaden.htm


Hamas in the Gaza Strip



Irish Republican Army in Northern 
Ireland



Palestinian Government
Fatah 

(Palestinian National Authority)

• Formed in 1993
• the PNA was the Palestinian’s 

government that controlled both 
security-related and civilian issues 
in Gaza and the West Bank until 
2007.

• Secular
• Split with Hamas in 2007
• Recognized as official Palestinian 

government by US, Israel,  Egypt, 
and other allies.

• The US provided the PNA with $1 
billion when the peaceful party 
Fatah ruled

Hamas

• Hamas is a fundamentalist Islamic 
political party in the Occupied 
Territories

• It translates as “zeal”
• It is the largest and most 

influential Palestinian militant 
movement

• It has a terrorist wing which uses 
suicide bombers to attack Israel

• It refuses to recognize Israel 
leading the US & Europe to 
impose economic sanctions

• Controls the Gaza Strip

Territory: Gaza Strip (since 2007)Territory: West Bank



Attempts at Peace

• Four main roadblocks to 
peace, one big problem: 
Recognition of one 
another’s statehood. 
Other four:

– Jerusalem

– Refugees

– Borders

– Settlements

Yitzhak Rabin, Yasser Arafat, and Bill Clinton 
during the 1993 Oslo Accords. Courtesy of The 

Guardian.



The Role of International Actors

• UN Resolution 194 (1949) Israel must 
compensate Palestinian refugees or allow them 
to return to their land

• Fourth Geneva Convention (1949)  prevents an 
occupier to transfer its own people into 
conquered territories

Hamas has responded with an intifada (an armed 
uprising) that has caused Israel to refuse to 
negotiate with a militant Palestinian government



Why the US Supports Israel

1. Israeli military prevents 
victories of radical nationalist 
groups (Hamas, Hezbollah)

2. Allows us to test our 
weapons before we use 
them

3. Israeli intelligence aids 
American intelligence in the 
region

4. We can channel arms 
through Israel to suppress 
movements too unpopular in 
the US to support

5. Strong pro-Israel lobby in the 
US (such as AIPAC)



How Israel Views History & the Conflict

• The Israeli experience is one that is dominated by 
subjugation & repression

• Jews trace this historic struggle from the destruction of the 
Temple by the Babylonians in 586 BC and Romans in 70 AD

• Jews were also persecuted:
– Throughout the Middle Ages

• Spanish Inquisition

– During the 20th century
• Holocaust in Europe

• The Israelis view the current struggle against Palestinian 
extremists in a similar light

• Israeli policies towards the Palestinians reflect that need for 
self-defense



Israeli Counter-Terrorism Measures

• The threat of terrorism & potential destruction by 
Arab neighbors has prompted the Israeli govt to 
take the following measures:

1.  Security check-points in the West Bank & 
Gaza

2.  West Bank security wall

3.  Israeli military occupation of WB & Gaza

4.  Restriction of movement of Palestinians 
into Israel


