
How significant was the Black Power 

Movement?

Learning Objectives: To identify and explain the significance of the Black Power 

Movement and the impact of the Black Panther Movement

Key Terms, Events, 

Names: Huey 

Newton and Bobby 

Seale, Black 

Panthers, Watts 

Riots, SNCC, Stokely

Carmichael, Kerner

Report 



Compare and contrast the ideas and beliefs of 

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X in relation to the 

Civil Rights Movement.

LO: : To identify and explain 

the significance of the Black 

Power Movement and the 

impact of the Black Panther 

Movement 

STARTER: Recap

What were the 
similarities and 
differences between 
Martin Luther King & 
Malcolm X?



Your task at the end of this research exercise will 
be to answer the below question.

Why were there changes in the methods used to 
campaign for black civil rights in the years 1963-
1970? Explain your answer 

(8 marks)



What issues faced the 

black community still 

in the mid 1960s?



What do you think is 

happening in these 

images? What would 

MLK think of these 

actions?



How is the poster 

linked to the headline?



What is the story behind the headline - Outline the key 

events you think that caused this incident to happen? 

Find three pieces of evidence of the impact that this 

event had on Los Angeles?



How many people 

were killed during this 

event and by who?



The race riots of 1960s caused $700 

million dollars worth of damage. Where 

else did riots erupt? 



Who was Stockely Carmichael and what was his role in the civil rights movement?



How are these items linked to the 

black power movement?

What did the black power 

movement stand for?



‘This is the twenty-seventh time I 

have been arrested. I ain’t going to 

jail no more. The only way we 

gonna stop them white men from 

whuppin’ us is to take over. We 

been saying freedom for six years 

and we ain’t got nothin’. What we 

gonna start sayin is Black Power’ 

Why might leaders of the SNCC have 

rejected MLKs approach in favour of 

Stokely Carmichael? Explain your 

answer.



What is the story behind this 

image?

Do you feel the events at the 

1968 Olympics games had a 

positive or negative impact on 

the civil rights movement? 

Explain your answer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCNkW2kNcjw


Who set up 

the Black 

Panther 

Party and 

what did they 

believe in?

Watch this 

clip to help 

you answer 

the above.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9PwhmyhYLA


Which of 

these aims do 

you think that 

Martin Luther 

King would 

have 

opposed?
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‘It never attacks. But if 

anyone attacks him or 

backs him into a 

corner, the panther 

comes up to wipe the 

aggressor or that 

attacker out’



Achievements 
LO: : To identify and explain 

the significance of the Black 

Power Movement and the 

impact of the Black Panther 

Movement 

Negative

● Contributed to a demise in the civil rights movement – older generation of 

leaders lost support and momentum.

● Replacements failed to match their achievements. CORE – under founder 

James Farmer had played a role in non-violent protest such as sit-ins and 

freedom rides. These protests contributed to desegregation in the South. After 

he was replaced by Floyd McKissick in 1965, CORE achieved little and under 

his successor, it collapsed. 

● Still found no solution to the ghetto problem. 

● Ghetto riots and armed Black Panthers helped to decrease the white sympathy 

that had been key to the progress of the non-violent civil rights activists. 

Positive

● Raised black morale

● Some practical help in ghettos

● Drew attention to ghetto problems.



Reasons for Decline
LO: : To identify and explain 

the significance of the Black 

Power Movement and the 

impact of the Black Panther 

Movement 

Poor definition and organization –

differing ideas about what the term 

black power meant. As the years 

passed, divisions became 

pronounced and open. 

E.g. 1967 SNCC increasingly divided 

with black separatists opposed to 

social revolutionaries who favoured 

multiracial co-operation in the 

struggle against poverty and 

inequality.Unrealistic Aims – attractive slogan but 

never really produced a persuasive and 

effective blueprint for change. Talk of 

violence brought attention (negative) from 

the Federal government. Talk of socialism 

was ill-suited to the capitalist culture of the 

US. Talk of a separate black nation within 

the USA was unrealistic. 

Sexism – black power advocates were often 

sexist and black women were often more 

attracted to the women's movement and 

feminism in the late 1960s.

Finance and collapse of SNCC and 

CORE – white liberals had financed 

major civil rights organisations. When 

the SNCC and CORE became 

militant and expelled whites, they lost 

their funding. 1970 – SNCC had only 

3 active chapters in NYC, Atlanta and 

Cincinnati and no full time 

employees. December 1973 – SNCC 

ceased to exist. 

Government opposition – Nixon 

administration had a sustained and effective 

pursuit of black power leaders after 1968. 



PAIR 1

Your task is to identify and explain the 

reasons for the growth of the Black 

Power Movement: 

• What groups did they appeal to?

• What was their message?

• What aims did they have?

• What successes did they have?

• What events occurred that meant 

they were able to gain momentum? 

• Which key leaders contributed?

PAIR 2

Your task is to identify and explain the 

ways in which the Black Power 

Movement impacted on the Civil 

Rights Movement (EFFECT):

• How did the Black Power 

Movement help achieve progress 

in the Civil Rights Movement?

• How did they prevent or stall 

progress?  

• What short term effects did they 

have?

• What long term effects did they 

have? 

Reasons  for the GROWTH of the 

Black Power Movement & its 

EFFECT on the Civil Rights 

Movement

LO: : To identify 

and explain the 

significance of the 

Black Power 

Movement and the 

impact of the 

Black Panther 

Movement 



EXAM PRACTISE

Why were there changes in the methods used to 
campaign for black civil rights in the years 1963-
1970? Explain your answer 

(8 marks)



Homework

Prepare notes under the 

following headings 

(Textbook 86-97):

• Why did the student 

movement emerge?

• What was the 

significance of conflict in 

Vietnam? 

• Key features of 

movement.

• Why was the student 

movement important?


