
What was the significance of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott?

Learning Objectives: To assess the causes, impact and significance of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott on the Civil Rights Movement in the USA

Key Terms, Events, 

Names: Rosa Parks, 

Claudette Colvin, 

Edgar Nixon, Jo Ann 

Robinson, MLK, 

NAACP, MIA, 

Carpools, Boycotts, 

White Citizens’ 

Councils, 

Firebombing, 

Browder v Gayle, 

KKK 



Reflection – The Little Rock Incident

I see…

I think…

I wonder…



Reflection – The Little Rock Incident

In groups of three you will now 

perform your poems, songs, raps, 

that represent what you saw and 

felt when watching the 

documentary on the Little Rock 

Incident.

Success or Failure – what are 

your views?



Who was Rosa Parks and what did she 

do?



Causes of the Bus 

Boycott

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

In groups of 5 you will act 

out the scene on the 

Montgomery bus.

• 2 Bystanders 

(coloured)

• Rosa Parks

• Bus Driver

• White passenger You have six minutes to prepare a one 

minute sketch 



Cause – Event -

Consequence

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

You are going to investigate the causes, events and 

consequences that are linked to the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott.  

Review the slides and pgs. 36-41 and complete the 

table as you go.

Undertake the activities in the PPT as you reach each 

of them.

Cause Event Consequence



Causes of the Bus 

Boycott

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• On 1st December 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give 

up her seat to a ‘white’ commuter when he board 

the bus. She was arrested for breaching the Bus 

Segregation Ordinance and fined $14.

• However it was partially pre-meditated. Parks was 

the local NAACP branch secretary. The branch had 

been looking for a ‘test case’ to challenge the 

ordinance. 

• In March 1955, Claudette Colvin had been arrested 

for the same offense. However she was a pregnant 

and unmarried teenager who was accused of 

assault. Rosa Parks was a 42 year-old married 

seamstress and pillar of the community. It was the 

perfect test case to pursue.



Causes of the Bus 

Boycott

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

The NAACP branch in Montgomery led by 

Edgar Nixon, local educator and member of the 

‘Women’s Political Council’, Jo Ann Robinson, 

and local church ministers immediately began to 

mobilise support in the community for a 

boycott of bus services.

They formed the ‘Montgomery Improvement 

Association’ on 5th December to organise the 

boycott. Young Baptist minister Martin Luther 

King Jr. was appointed its leader as he was 

new to the community and had few enemies.



Causes of the Bus 

Boycott

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

Along with the NAACP, the Church was 

involved from the very beginning as they 

believed it would increase working class 

black participation. 

Martin Luther King Jr. used his Mt. Zion 

AME Church as a meeting place to 

organise the boycott and it also provided 

organisation, inspiration and some 

financial aid.

On the night of Parks’ arrest, Jo Ann 

Robinson mobilised local black students 

to circulate a printed flyer, calling for 

action:



“Another woman has been arrested and thrown in jail because she refused 

to get up out of her seat on the bus for a white person to sit down. It is the 

second time since the Claudette Colvin case that a Negro woman has been 

arrested for the same thing. This has to be stopped. Negroes have rights 

too, for if Negroes did not ride the buses, they could not operate. Three-

fourths of the riders are Negro, yet we are arrested, or have to stand over 

empty seats. If we do not do something to stop these arrests, they will 

continue. The next time it may be you, or your daughter, or mother. This 

woman's case will come up on Monday. We are, therefore, asking every 

Negro to stay off the buses Monday in protest of the arrest and trial. Don't 

ride the buses to work, to town, to school, or anywhere on Monday. You can 

afford to stay out of school for one day if you have no other way to go except 

by bus. You can also afford to stay out of town for one day. If you work, take 

a cab, or walk. But please, children and grown-ups, don't ride the bus at all 

on Monday. Please stay off all buses Monday.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claudette_Colvin


Who were the key 

characters?

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

You have now heard several key 

characters being mentioned through 

so far. Research and write a brief 

paragraph on each of the following 

individuals, explaining how they were 

involved in the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott: Rosa Parks; Claudette 

Colvin; Edgar Nixon; Jo Ann 

Robinson; Martin Luther King. Who 

played the most significant role in the 

Boycott and why? 

As you continue 

reading, create a 

list of the key 

features of MLK’s 

idea of non-violent 

direct action 

protest tactics –

explain why they 

were so effective. 



The Boycott Begins

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• On Sunday 4th December 1955, all 

black Churches throughout 

Montgomery called for a boycott of 

buses the next day.

• On Monday the boycott started. They 

demanded the bus company use a 

first-come-first served system, 

drivers should be polite to blacks, and 

that black drivers be employed.

• The city commissioners rejected the 

proposals, therefore the decision was 

made to turn the boycott into a whole 

year boycott.



The Boycott Begins

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• As most customers on the city buses 

were black, the bus companies faced a 

huge fall in profits.

• Carpools were organised to share 

transport, black taxi drivers reduced 

their fares, and many simply used 

bicycles, mules, horses or just walked.

• Black Churches across the USA raised 

funds for the boycotters. When city 

officials pressurised local insurance 

companies to stop insuring black 

carpools, the leaders arranged new 

insurance with Lloyds of London – a 

company which historically had insured 

slave ships!



White Backlash

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• In response to the boycott, 

membership of White Citizens’ 

Councils swelled in Montgomery 

from 6000 in February 1956 to 

12,000 by March.

• Boycotters began to be attacked, 

and King’s house was firebombed

on 30th January along with four black 

Churches.

• After the attack, King showed his 

leadership of the movement by 

stating it was a ‘active non-violent 

resistance to evil’:

https://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK65fi5NLJAhVFoZQKHXnIDz0QjRwIBw&url=https://civilrightsagenda.wordpress.com/&psig=AFQjCNESOAm-8WjXuwEPOhxjeT7ILQ3siw&ust=1449888189553059
https://www.google.com.hk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK65fi5NLJAhVFoZQKHXnIDz0QjRwIBw&url=https://civilrightsagenda.wordpress.com/&psig=AFQjCNESOAm-8WjXuwEPOhxjeT7ILQ3siw&ust=1449888189553059


“If you have weapons, take them home; if you do not have 

them, please do not seek to get them. We cannot solve this 

problem through retaliatory violence. We must meet violence 

with nonviolence. Remember the words of Jesus: "He who 

lives by the sword will perish by the sword". We must love 

our white brothers, no matter what they do to us. We must 

make them know that we love them. Jesus still cries out in 

words that echo across the centuries: "Love your enemies; 

bless them that curse you; pray for them that despitefully use 

you". This is what we must live by. We must meet hate with 

love. Remember, if I am stopped, this movement will not stop, 

because God is with the movement. Go home with this glowing 

faith and this radiant assurance.”



The Arrest of Martin 

Luther King

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• As the 50,000 strong black community 

continued with the boycott, the city 

officials called for the arrest of King 

along with 89 other boycott leaders.

• They were charged with conspiring to 

interfere with a business under the 1921 

anti-boycott ordinance. King and others 

turned themselves in as an act of 

defiance.

• King was found guilty and given a choice 

of a $500 fine or a year in prison. The 

arrest of King brought nationwide 

attention to the boycott, donations 

increased.



Legal Challenge to 

Segregation

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• To capitalise on the nationwide attention, 

the NAACP took a case to the federal 

district court in Montgomery, calling for 

the end to bus segregation.

• In Browder v Gayle in June 1956, the 

Court, citing Brown v Topeka, ruled that 

segregation on buses was 

unconstitutional.

• City officials ignored the ruling and 

appealed to the Supreme Court. On 13th

November 1956, the Supreme Court 

upheld the district courts ruling, and 

issued a court order to the state to 

desegregate buses.



Consequences of Victory

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• With victory over the city officials, the 

boycott was ended on 20th December 

after 381 days. The city passed an 

ordinance authorising black passengers 

to sit anywhere.

• The boycott was a turning point victory 

over Jim Crow laws, stimulating further 

activism across the USA and helping 

Martin Luther King to rise to national 

attention as a leader of the Civil Rights 

Movement.

• The KKK responded by members in 40 

cars driving through black 

neighbourhoods. The black community 

simply waved back!



Was the Boycott 

successful?

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

Test Your Knowledge 

and Understanding

Close your books, 

laptops and notes.

Now you have 

researched the 

Montgomery Bus 

Boycott complete the 

thinking hat 

worksheet.



Was the Boycott 

successful?

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• Role of MLK – the choice of MLK as leader 

was inspired. He brought the power of the 

Church to bear. The NAACP or activists from 

the Alabama State College could not have 

done it on their own.

• Black Unanimity – the key to success was in 

inspiring the 50,000 black communities to 

realise their economic power and support the 

boycott.

• Protest Methods – Inspired by Gandhi’s 

passive resistance campaigns, MLK’s 

insistence on ‘active non-violent resistance’ 

was highly successful. It showed the white 

community in a bad light and encouraged 

moral and financial support from white 

communities and activists across the USA.



Was the Boycott 

successful?

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

Horrible Histories said that the Montgomery bus 

boycott was the most significant event of the 

American Civil Rights movement. You are going 

to decide if you agree with them or not. 

1. In pairs read the statements. Decide if they 

are saying the boycott was significant or was 

not significant. 

2. For each side create a ‘diamond 9’ – put the 

arguments that you have been most convinced 

by at the top and least convinced by at the 

bottom.  

Be prepared to justify your choices! 

Extension: 

Which arguments do you 

think link together? Can 

you explain the link? 



Why was the Boycott 

successful?

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

How significant was the Montgomery Bus Boycott in the Civil Rights 

Movement? 

Not 

significant 

at all 

Very 

Significant 

Decide where you are on this line. On your post it note write 
‘because…’ and explain why, then stick it on. Put your name on the 
bottom. 



Significance and Effects 

of the Boycott

LO: To assess the causes, 

impact and significance of 

the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott on the Civil Rights 

Movement

• Demonstrated the Moral and Economic Power of the Black 

Community – helped by an alliance of the NAACP and Church, the 

Boycott showed that direct, non-violent action could be successful –

inspired more cooperation between Southern and Northern blacks.

• Inspired more support from white communities – white extremism 

only served to strengthen black unity and appealed to the idealism white 

church leaders and activists.

• Created a Template for Further Activism – the combination of NAACP 

legal challenges and Church inspired mass direct action – led by 

charismatic leaders like MLK and Parks = formed a template for 

successful action that formed the basis of the Civil Rights Movement in 

the 1960s.


