
The Red Scare

Learning Objectives: To evaluate the impact of McCarthy’s charges; 

assess the views of his critics; question why Eisenhower didn’t do more to 

stop him; and articulate reasons for his downfall in 1954
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Who was Joseph 

McCarthy?

• Joseph McCarthy was elected as 

a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin

in 1946. He did very little for 3 

years!

• Until February 1950 which he 

gave a famous speech whilst 

addressing the Republican 

Women’s Club of Wheeling, 

West Virginia. 

• He announced that despite 

Truman’s anti-Communist efforts, 

he had a list of over 205 

members of the Communist 

Party who worked for the State 

Department.

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges

He waved a piece of paper and 

claimed "I have in my hand" a list of 

known communist loyalists 

working in the State Department



His First Victim – Senator 

Tydings

• A Senate Committee led by 

Democrat Millard Tydings was 

quickly set-up. It found no evidence 

of his claims. 

• However 3 days later the 

Rosenberg's were arrested. The 

public wanted to believe McCarthy. 

Tydings was accused of being ‘soft’ 

on Communism and lost his seat 

during re-election later that year.

• It now seemed dangerous to stand 

in McCarthy’s way!

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



Winning the 1952 

Elections

• For the next two years, as Chairman 

of the Government Committee on 

Operations of the Senate, McCarthy 

continued to let accusations fly.

• His aim was to root out communists 

from government but he provided little 

evidence.

• In 1952, aided by McCarthy’s 

accusations against the Democratic 

government, the Republican’s won 

control of both houses of Congress 

and Republican candidate Dwight D. 

Eisenhower was elected President.

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



The Banned Books

McCarthy examined authors 

for allegations of Communist 

influence. Yielding to the 

pressure, the State 

Department ordered its 

overseas librarians to remove 

these books from their 

shelves. Some libraries 

actually burned the newly 

forbidden books.

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



• Bomb shelters in 
suburbia 

• Duck and cover drills in 
schools 

• Demand for conformity
(doing the same thing 
everyone else is doing) to 
prove loyalty 

– Same clothes, same 
haircut, same lifestyle 
and goals, etc.  

The Banned Books
LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges





Victims of McCarthyism

• The number imprisoned is in the 

hundreds, and some ten or twelve 

thousand lost their jobs.  

• Some of those who were 

imprisoned or lost their jobs did in 

fact have some connection with 

the Communist Party. But for 

most, both the potential harm to 

the nation and the nature of their 

communist affiliation were 

tenuous.

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



9,500 federal 

civil servants 

were 

dismissed

15,000 federal 

civil servants 

resigned while 

under 

investigation

2000 industrial 

workers were 

fired
3,800 seamen 

were fired

600 teachers 

were dismissed

300 were blacklisted 

in films, television 

and radio.

500 state and 

city employees 

were sacked

500 were arrested for 

deportation because of 

their political beliefs

Hundreds of 

scientists and 

university 

teachers lost 

their jobs

Victims of McCarthyism
LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



November 1945

March 1946

April 1948

November 1953

January 1954

January 1956

December 1956 

April 1957

November 1963

YES                                                        

YES        QUALIFIED         NO      UNDECIDED                               

48%                                   39%          13% 

45                                      44              11 

36                                      57               7

19                  9                   68               4

14                  8                   73               5

16                  6                   76               3

20                  4                   72               4

17                  5                   75               3 

18                10                   67               5

‘In peacetime, do you think members of the communist party in this 

country should be allowed to speak on the radio?’ 

48%

67%

Victims of McCarthyism
LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



Task 1 – McCarthy’s 

Accusations

The first task is to investigate 

McCarthy’s initial accusations in 

1950 and to analyse how they 

were responded to.

1. Download and read the 

Activity 1 word document from 

the website.

2. You need to read the 4 

Sources and answer the 8 

questions in as much detail as 

you can. Be prepared to 

discuss these later.

LO: To evaluate the 

impact of McCarthy’s 

charges



‘Pride comes before a 

fall’

• Republican dominance gave 

McCarthy new power and 

prestige. By 1953 his accusations 

grew to include employees of 

Voice of America and even the 

U.S. Army.

• This was too much for many 

Republicans who were happy for 

him to accuse Democrats but not 

themselves when in power. 

• He was becoming a serious 

liability and even seemed to 

threaten the President.

LO: Assess the views 

of MaCarthy’s critics



Divide within the 

Republican Party

• After the accusations against the 

army, President Eisenhower went on 

the attack and forbade any members 

of his government from testifying 

before McCarthy’s Committee.

• In 1954 the Army accused McCarthy 

of using his influence to pressurise 

the Army into giving his friend, David 

Schine, preferential treatment.

• McCarthy himself now came under 

the media spotlight for corruption in 

office.

LO: Question why 

Eisenhower didn’t do 

more to stop him



The Fall of McCarthy

• In the ensuing Army-McCarthy 

Hearings, which were broadcast live 

on television, McCarthy came across 

as a playground bully.

• The Army’s chief counsel, Joseph N. 

Welch, finally shamed him live on TV 

by asking, ‘Have you no sense of 

decency, sir?’

• In December 1954 he was formally 

censured by the Senate which ended 

his investigations – McCarthyism was 

over!

LO: Articulate reasons 

for his downfall in 

1954



The Fall of McCarthy

• In less than a year, 

McCarthy’s position as a 

prominent force in anti-

communism was essentially 

ended. 

• On December 2, 1954, the 

Senate voted to censure 

Senator McCarthy by a vote 

of 67 to 22, making him one 

of the few senators ever to be 

disciplined in this fashion.

LO: Articulate reasons 

for his downfall in 

1954



Task 2 – Eisenhower and 

McCarthy

You should have been divided into two 

groups by your teacher. Read the 9 

Sources below and use them to either 

defend or oppose the following 

proposition:

‘President Eisenhower should have 

spoken out against McCarthy earlier 

than he did.’

As you read each source, try to make 

a list or bullet-point notes of points that 

you could raise either in defense or 

opposition to the proposition.

LO: Articulate reasons 

for his downfall in 

1954



Task 3 – The Fall of 

Joseph McCarthy

Read through the following 

documents. After you have done so, 

write 1-2 paragraphs explaining how 

the events in described in them 

might have contributed to 

McCarthy’s downfall. Be prepared to 

share this paragraph with the class.

LO: Articulate reasons 

for his downfall in 

1954



Task 4 – Exam Practice

Use the source and your own 

knowledge to explain how the methods 

used by Senator Joseph McCarthy 

changed during the ‘Red Scare’ (10 

marks)

"McCarthy first began to make use of 

anti-communist hysteria because he 

wanted to be re-elected to the Senate, 

but in 1950 he claimed to have a list of 

many known communists in the US 

government. Many of the people he 

attacked were blacklisted and could not 

find work for years."

LO: Articulate reasons 

for his downfall in 

1954


