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First KKK – 1865-71
Set up by former Confederate 
soldiers opposed to the 
‘Reconstruction’ of the South 
by the victorious Republicans.
•Opposed to freedmen’s 
voting rights.
•Opposed to Northerners 
coming South to make money 
– carpetbaggers and 
scalawags – out of the 
Reconstruction governments.
•Destroyed by the Civil Rights 
Act of 1871 (aka the Ku Klux 
Klan Act) of President Ulysses 
S. Grant.

A warning leaflet from Alabama in 
1868. Ohio is a Republican state in the 

North.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/Kkk-carpetbagger-cartoon.jpg


Mississippi Ku-Klux members in the 
disguises in which they were captured. 
Harper's Weekly January 27, 1872

Hundreds of blacks were 
murdered. Black churches 
and schools were attacked 
and burned.

Pro-Union whites were 
horse-whipped in public.

Threats of violence were 
made against Northern 
school teachers and 
government officials.

Black voters were 
intimidated from taking part 
in elections.

The First KKK – 1865-71



First KKK
Eventually a Federal grand jury in 
1869 declared the Klan to be a 
‘terrorist organisation’ and hundreds 
of Klansmen were arrested.

Confederate General Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, thought to be the secretive leader of 
the Klan who once boasted that there were 
550,000 members, eventually called for the 
Ku Klux Klan to disband, stating it was:

"being perverted from its original honorable and patriotic 
purposes, becoming injurious instead of subservient to the 
public peace."



Second Ku Klux Klan

1915 – Fuelled by two key events



‘Birth of a Nation’ (1915) took 
American cinemas by storm – many 
call it the first feature film. The film 
was based on two books – The 
Clansman and The Leopard’s Spots 
by Thomas Dixon – who said he 
wanted his books to ‘transform 
every man in my audience into a 
good Democrat’.

The film’s publicity campaign featured men dressed in white robes who rode their 
horses into the cinemas.



The film is about two families – the Stonemans from the 
North and the  Camerons from the South.

The Camerons find their life in ruins as the Northern army 
brings in black militias who attempt to rape the white 
women.



The Klansmen rescue young Flora Cameron from the clutches of Gus, 
who is then lynched. The Reconstructionists are driven from the 
South and the Klan restores the Southern whites’ rights.



The film drew support 
from all sorts of places....





The second key event in the formation of the second Ku 
Klux Klan was the murder of Mary Phagan, aged 13,  in 

Atlanta, Georgia.



In the early hours of 
April 27, 1913, the 
body of Mary 
Phagan was found in 
the basement toilets 
of the pencil factory 
in which she 
worked. She had 
been raped, beaten 
and strangled to 
death.



Several people were suspected – 
black factory workers Newt Lee 
and Jim Conley were the main 
suspects.

Then, attention focussed upon the 
factory manager Leo Frank. Frank 
was a Northern Jew who was a 
prominent member of a Jewish 
organisation.

Frank was charged and the resultant trial 
fuelled an orgy of press speculation which 
turned hearsay into truth.

The trial started on July 28 and closed 
on October 10, 1913. Frank was 
sentenced to hang.

http://www.answers.com/topic/james-conley-jpg


Georgia 
Governor 
John Slaton 
commuted 
the death 
sentence to 
life in 1915 – 
to the disgust 
of the local 
population.



On August 
16, 1915 
25 men 
stormed 
the jail 
and took 
the law 
into their 
own 
hands.





William J. Simmons , 35, a former 
Methodist preacher, invited the 
lynch mob  (aka The Knights of 
Mary Phagan) and some of the 
ageing original Klan members to 
launch the new Ku Klux Klan, 
inspired by his viewing of ‘Birth of a 
Nation’.
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They met atop Stone 
Mountain where a 
cross was burned – 
as seen in the film, 
but not in the first 
KKK – and the new 
Klan was formed, 
with Simmons its 
leader, or Grand 
Wizard.



Aims of the new Klan:

•First: To protect the weak, the innocent, and the defenceless from 
the indignities, wrongs and outrages of the lawless, the violent and 
the brutal; to relieve the injured and oppressed; to succour the 
suffering and unfortunate, and especially the widows and orphans 
of the Confederate soldiers. 

•Second: To protect and defend the Constitution of the United 
States ... 

•Third: To aid and assist in the execution of all constitutional laws, 
and to protect the people from unlawful seizure, and from trial 
except by their peers in conformity with the laws of the land. 



The over-riding element of the 
second Ku Klux Klan was the 
support of Prohibition. This was 
tied in with anti-Catholicism 
and opposition to bootleggers 
and immigrants.

It has been described as the 
‘militant wing of the temperance 
movement’, and many of the fund-
raising activities were jointly run 
with the Anti-Saloon League.

Klansmen would help the police 
with raids on bootleggers and 
moonshiners.



Common factors in Klan membership:

•White, Anglo-Saxon or Celtic 
(Scots/Welsh) ancestry
•Protestant – mainly Methodist or 
Baptist but also including non-church-
goers
•Native-born Americans (not 
immigrants)
•Mainly successful outside of the Deep 
South this time around – in the cities of 
the Mid-West like Detroit, Chicago and 
Minneapolis, in the Far-West like 
Seattle and Portland, and in the huge 
North-eastern industrial cities like 
Philadelphia, New York and Baltimore.
•Drew support from all social classes.



Common hatreds:
•Alcohol and bootleggers
•Roman Catholics
•Jews
•Communists
•Immigrants from Southern Europe or Mexico
•Homosexuals
•Black Americans

Local affairs decided which of the above groups would be the main 
target for hatred.

“As opposed to the anti-black animus in the South, the primary 
targets of the Klan in New York were Roman Catholics, Jews, 
immigrants generally, and "Bolsheviks“ - Christine Kleinegger, Senior 
Historian , Museum of the State of New York.

The Klan opposed "vice" in 
all forms, including 

prostitution and gambling.



Anomalies:

In 1925 a friendly baseball game was held in Wichita, Kansas between Ku Klux Klan Chapter 6 
and the all-black Monrovians baseball teams, in front of a mixed crowd.

A Klan book from 1921 mentions aid given to local black families and former slaves in Texas

Food aid was given to a black old folks’ home in Richmond, Virginia in 1925.

In New Jersey in 1926, local 
Klansmen sponsored the drive 
to rebuild a negro church.

"Help Us To Rebuild The Negro Church Of Carteret".


